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SEE THE FIELD 
Surveying Your Weekday World | The Other Six (Part 1) 

Text: Matthew 5:13-16; 9:35-38; 28:18-20 
 

What Do You See? 
 
Sherlock Holmes and his assistant, Dr. Watson, went on a camping trip and, after a fine 
meal, turned in for the night. Hours later, Holmes awoke and nudged his faithful friend. 
“Watson! What do you see.” Rubbing the sleep from his eyes, the good doctor 
looked up and replied, “I see millions of stars, Sherlock.”  “And what does that tell you, 
Watson.” Eager to please his brilliant mentor, Watson pondered deeply for a moment. 
Then he replied: “Astronomically, Holmes, it tells me that there are millions of galaxies 
and potentially billions of planets.  Astrologically, I observe that Saturn is in Leo. 
Horologically, I deduce that the time is approximately a quarter past three.  
Theologically, I see that God is great and we are small. Meteorologically, I project that 
we will have a beautiful day tomorrow.  Why do you ask, Sherlock? What does the sight 
of all those stars tell YOU?” “It tells ME, Watson, that someone has stolen our tent!” 
 
When it comes to pleasing God, we are a bit like Watson sometimes. We have trouble 
seeing the obvious thing that the Master sees. Sometimes we get overly fixated on 
matters which, though important, are not God’s primary concern – and, if truth be told, 
pastors like me are partly to blame for that. For example, have you noticed how clergy 
people tend to put a lot of focus on what you do inside church buildings? We emphasize 
the importance of joining in public worship. We urge you to volunteer in the Sunday 
School or the hospitality ministry. We extol the virtues of praise and prayer and the 
proclamation of God’s Word. We’ll instruct you on the discipline of Sabbath-keeping. We 
might even supply donuts or other snacks as an inducement to come to this building! 
 
Don’t get me wrong. This is not bad. What we do with Sundays (or with Saturdays if 
that’s your schedule) is immensely important. Observing the Sabbath and being part of 
a vital ministry of worship, growth, and service at a local church like this one matters 
immensely. It is crucial that we resource our local churches well and participate in them 
faithfully and encourage others to experience this blessing. Why? Because what we do 
with this one day of the week prepares our hearts, and refreshes our souls, and refines 
our minds, so that we will be ready to fully see and seize THE OTHER SIX. 
 

What Jesus Sees 
 
If you look with fresh eyes at the life and teaching of Jesus, you will be struck by how 
comparatively little he focused on the Sabbath or on what people did inside the Temple 
or synagogue, as compared to what they did in all the other spheres of their life on THE 
OTHER SIX days of the week. In fact, right at the front of the Sermon on the Mount – 
Christ’s major manifesto – Jesus makes clear what he wants our focus to be.  
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Jesus says to his disciples: You are the salt of the earth.  I see you like that 
substance that brings out the best flavor and possibilities of every context you enter. I 
see you like that substance that preserves the places where you get worked in against 
decay. I see you like that substance that melts ice and makes the way safer for others 
to travel. I like to see you in the saltshaker here on this day, because it helps to instill 
and concentrate the quality of my chemistry in you. After all, If the salt loses its 
saltiness… it is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and 
trampled underfoot. (Mat 5:13). But what I truly love, suggests Jesus, is the effect 
you can have when you are sprinkled out there on THE OTHER SIX days of the week.  
 
Do you see yourself this way? Do you appreciate what a stunning seasoning, 
preserving, ice-melting, and way-making role you can play or perhaps already are 
playing? You are not just Bob or Sue, or a teenager, or an employee, or a resident of 
such-and-such a town. God has made YOU to be the SALT of the earth.  
 
And, says Jesus, You are the light of the world. What Christ is saying in effect is: I 
see you like waves of radiance moving out from this lighthouse, to dispel darkness, to 
help people avoid tripping or hitting the rocks, to make the way clear and help people 
find their way home. I see you like particles of energy, bringing warmth and power into 
the circles you enter. I see every classroom, every job site, every social circle, every 
neighborhood, every sports and civic organization you enter better off because you are 
LIGHT there. 
 
When you leave this building are you thinking, THAT’s what I’m going out to do. I’ve 
just had my batteries recharged so that I can be a radiant influence for God and his 
good throughout this next week? Will the people who meet you over these next six 
days experience you like that? Jesus said: A town built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they 
put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same 
way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. (Mat 5:14-16) 
 
I meet monthly with a wonderful group of guys who are all revisiting the question of 
what is God’s CALL is upon their life. One’s been a commodities trader and another a 
technology CIO. A further guy works in private equity and another one in food 
products. The fifth fellow is in healthcare, and the last guy is in the transportation and 
logistics space. Each of them is a different sort of personality. All of them have 
experienced some considerable “business success.” But what they’re really turning on 
now and enjoying talking about together is: What is my role in the mission God 
has in the world?  In this next season of my life, what does God want me to do to 
advance his purposes in the various fields I frequent? How can I be salt and light? 
 



© Daniel D. Meyer | www.ChristChurch.us 3 

If there’s one thing we know for sure about God is that HE is on a mission in this world. 
Jesus shows us that God is out to save the spiritually lost, to help the materially least, 
and to lift up the socially last. God will travel from heaven to the cross to redeem lives 
from the destructive effects of sin and restore the full flourishing of his creatures and 
his creation. Christ’s last words to his disciples aren’t about establishing a religious club 
or a shrine to him. They are about taking into every corner of the world the good news 
that God’s kingdom is near and helping every one we can enter the circle of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit (Mat 28:18-20). In fact, the major reason we come for the Great 
Communion with God and the Great Community with each other we find here is to be 
strengthened and inspired to go fulfill the Great Commission out there.  
 
Jesus is our model on this. He liked visiting the synagogue. He enjoyed sitting with his 
small group of disciples. But Christ’s primary passion was for the world out there. This 
is why he spends so much time in the marketplace, and down by the docks, and 
walking where the farmers work, or dining in the home of sinners. Even when he’s 
standing still, Jesus’ eyes are always scanning – seeing the woman coming for water, 
seeing the little man up in the tree, seeing the blind man by the roadside. One of the 
guys in the group I mentioned earlier really got it. Dave said: “I’ve learned that living 
for the kingdom is all about learning to see.”  It’s not about going to some far off place; 
it’s about opening my eyes and seeing the needs and opportunities that Jesus sees in 
the places I am every day. Watson, Jesus asks us: What do you see?  
 

Offering & Answering Jesus’ Prayer 
 
The Bible says that Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in 
their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing 
every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on 
them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the 
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers 
into his harvest field.” (Mat 9:35-38).  
 
Did you catch that last part? Christ wishes that more people were seized with a passion 
like his to go out into the fields of life and help with the harvest of changed lives. This is 
one of the very few specific prayer requests Jesus ever gives to his disciples. The 
harvest is plentiful – i.e. there is huge need and opportunity for changed lives out 
there -- but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to 
send out workers into his harvest field.  As far as I can tell, this is the only prayer 
that Jesus asks us to offer and then be the answer to as well. He calls you and me to 
be among the workers who go out to reach people on his behalf. Why do that? Why 
take your mission out there even more seriously in the days ahead? 
 
Well, for one thing, it will please God. When Jesus pictures people standing before their 
master and hearing his words, “Well done good and faithful servant” (Mat 25:21), it’s 
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not because they have memorized more Scripture than the next person or gone to 
more worship services. It’s because they have multiplied what He entrusted to them. 
They have extended his kingdom. 
 
The second reason to be the answer to Jesus’ prayer request is because it will bless 
others. Jesus sees the people who live in your neighborhood, who are there beside you 
at community events, who labor alongside you in your workplace. He knows their 
stories, their struggles and pains, their longings and aspirations. He wants to draw them 
into close relationship with him. He wants to supply them with power to overcome their 
besetting sins, live into their full potential on earth, and spend eternity with him. You 
are a significant part of his plan to do that. 
 
A final reason to rededicate yourself to being one of the workers in God’s field is 
because it will become your life’s greatest accomplishment and joy. A lot of us go 
through life feeling kind of meaningless or wondering, “Does who I am and what I do 
matter?” If you’re working for God, the answer is YES! There is nothing more fun and 
fulfilling than helping people find Christ and the life he can give them. It is why I do this 
job that I do and I know it is just the beginning of joy. One day you and I are going to 
stand in eternity and see the full impact of the work we did in Christ’s harvest and it will 
fill us with a pleasure that pales all others, save seeing HIM in all his glory.  
 
So how, can you work in the field of your weekday world in a way that brings a 
harvest? Well, over coming weeks, we’re going to recommend and unpack EIGHT 
PRACTICES for increasing your everyday influence. And the first one is simply this: SEE 
THE FIELD. Start getting excited about that world you’re going out into these next six 
says.  Make a list of the specific environments you will enter this week and some of the 
people or sorts of people you will likely meet. Before you get out of bed in the morning 
or as you’re brushing your teeth, or doing your morning devotions, offer this prayer: 
“Jesus, give me your eyes and your heart for the people I’ll meet in the field today.” If 
it’s not already your pattern, start a daily practice of the “Kingdom Prayer” (the Lord’s 
Prayer) -- so that your heart will be shaped in a way that increases your capacity to be 
a Kingdom influence in those places and with those people. 
 
And if you feel downcast over the condition of that field to which you are going 
remember this last story. An author describes stopping to watch a local Little League 
game in a park near her home. As I sat down behind the bench on the first-base line, I 
asked one of the boys what the score was. “We’re behind 14 to nothing,” he answered 
with a smile.  “Really,” I said. “I have to say you don’t look very discouraged.” 
“Discouraged?” the boy asked with a puzzled look on his face.” Why should we be 
discouraged? We haven’t been up to bat yet.”  Neither have YOU or WE.  It’s a good 
day today and a new day tomorrow. Let’s see what God can do through us with THE 
OTHER SIX.  
 
Let’s pray together…  


